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It is difficult to put into words how 
much this scholarship means to 
me. Thank you for allowing me and 
many others to continue pursuing 
our goals and dreams here...Having 
been given [this] opportunity makes 
me believe in myself more than ever 
before. Thank you once again, for 
allowing me to continue reaching for 
my goals.”  — Osher Scholar

“



Recent Updates
Award amounts increased as of July 2016

As of July 2016, the scholarship distribution amount is 
$1,100 per year, per student. The maximum aggregate 
amount of scholarship grants for any one California 
Community College student from the CCCSE shall not 
exceed three times the annual maximum award. For example, 
if the annual maximum award stands at $1,100, a scholarship 
recipient would be eligible for no more than $3,300 during 
the course of their studies. However, colleges/districts should 
not guarantee the renewal of CCCSE Osher Scholarships 
as the number of these scholarships provided to each 
college may fluctuate from year-to-year given the college’s 
proportional enrollment and the addition of new colleges  
to the system. 

Clarification of prorating practice

We continue to work to simplify the administration of the 
CCCSE Osher Scholarship. We have taken a closer look at 
the scholarship guidelines and the process of prorating based 
on units. We have determined that prorating funds based on 
units enrolled is a suggestion, rather than a requirement. If 
your school finds that prorating does not meet your students’ 
needs, you do not have to do so. This means a student taking 
at least 6 units can qualify for up to $550 per semester.

Scholarship recipients can receive up to $550 per semester 
for a total of $1,100 per year*, and part-time students may 
receive prorated scholarships, with suggested amounts  
listed below:

• Full-time (12 or more units per term)  
= up to $550 per semester (or $1,100 cumulative)

• Three-quarter-time (9-11.99 units per term)  
= up to $412.50 per semester (or $825 cumulative)

• Half-time (6 – 8.99 units per term)  
= up to $275 per semester (or $550 cumulative)

 
*If a student’s enrollment status dropped below half-time during a scholarship-
supported year for an excusable reason, such as severe illness or a family emergency, 
then the college at its discretion can continue scholarship support while adhering  
to all other program guidelines. 

About
The goal of the CCCSE and CCCSE Osher Scholarships is 
to support student success and opportunity by distributing 
scholarships from a permanent fund every year. The CCCSE 
and corresponding three-year fundraising campaign were 
made possible thanks to the generosity of The Bernard Osher 
Foundation. In May 2008, the Osher Foundation made a 
historic pledge to the California Community Colleges, giving 
an unprecedented lead gift of $25 million to establish the 
endowment, and committing additional match dollars for 
amounts raised by the system. Over the course of three years, 
a permanent scholarship fund totaling approximately $70 
million was established to support students who struggle to 
afford the ever-rising cost of an education. This endowment 
will fund over 3,000 scholarships of at least $1,100 every 
academic year, forever.

To maximize returns, all funds contributed to the CCCSE are 
invested in a pooled investment fund held by the Foundation 
for California Community Colleges.

Contact
If you have questions or new or updated contact information 
for CCCSE Osher Scholarships, contact:  
endowment@foundationccc.org.

We know how hard you work to ensure 
these scholarships support our California 
Community College students. Thank you. 
Every year, there’s a potential for more than 
3,000 scholars to pursue an education that 
would have otherwise been out of reach. In 
this tenth year of the endowment, we want 
to thank each of you and The Bernard Osher 
Foundation for making these dreams a reality, 
every year, and in perpetuity.” 

—Keetha Mills  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

Foundation for California Community Colleges

“

www.foundationccc.org/cccsehub


